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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 17, 195L

My dear lr. Chairman:
The Presiaent today signed an
Executive Order entitled "Administration

of Scientific Research by Agencies of the

Federal Government," and a statement was
issued in comnection therewith, copies of

wiiich are enclosed.

Very sincerely yours,
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Executive Clerk

Honorable Adm. Lewis L. Strauss,
Chairman,

Atomic Energy Commission,
Washington, De Ce
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" the Federal Covernment,

IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 17, 1954

James C. Hagerty, Press Secretary to the Pyesidont
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THE WHITE HOUSE

The President today issued an Executive Order designed o
strengthen the conduct and adntinistration of the seientific reséarch
and development programs of the various departments and agencies ‘of
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The order directs the National Science Foundation to make studies
of the scientific activities of the Nation and to recommend to the President
policies to strengthen the research effort and define the Federal Govern-
ment's role in it, The Foundation, over a period of time, is expected to
become increasingly responsible for providing Federal support for basic
research carried on in universities and other nonprofit inatitutions,
Other Federal agencies, however, will continue to carry on basic research
which is closely related to their statutory missions.

The Foundation will also atudy the effects of Federal research
support on the Nation's educational institutions and recommend policiesa
and procedures to promote the attainment of the Federal research
objectives while safeguarding the strength and independence of the educa-
tional institutions.

The order also directs the head of each agency engaged in research
to make sure that such research programs refleet urgent needs and are
carried on economically and with regard to the efficient use of seientific
manpower. In this connection the order provides a new method to
facilitite the exchange of scientific equipment and facilities among the
Federal agencies so as to avoid buying new equipment or building new
facilities when another agency has unused equipment or facilities available,

In connection with his approval of the ordey, the President made

" the following statement:

"Science has a vital role in our Nation's seeurity and growth,
During the past half-century, it has brought about a vast transformation
in industry, in agriculture, in medicine, in transportation, and in
communications, Military scienee has been revolutionized by techno-

. logical development, The impact of science is inereasingly felt in

every field of public policy including foreign affairs, All this has been
brought about through a combination of vision, initiative, business ente¥-
prise, a strong educational system, and the dedieated enthusiasm of the
scientific community,

""The responaibilities of the Federal Government toward science
have likewise changed greatly, In 1940, the Federal Government spent
about one hundred million dollars in supporting vesearch and development,
The budget which I have just transmitted to the Congress calls for
expenditures for these purposes in the next fiseal year of over two billion
dollara., This is convincing evidence of the important yole of science
and technology in our national affairs.
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""This rapid expanaion of Federal responsibility requires prudent
administration. More than half of all the investment in the Nation today
for scientific research and development is being made by the Federal
Government. In large measure, these Federal funds are paid to industry
and educational institutions for the conduct of research and development
projects. Thua our Federal policies and practices regarding research
and development are felt immediately and substantially by industry and
our educational institutions.

"More than ninety percent of this Federal support is presently
going into applied research and development, This is the practical
application of basic knowledge to a variety of products and devices.
However, only a small fraction of the Federal funds is being used to
stimulate and support the vital basic research which makes possible our
practical scientific progress. I believe strongly that this Nation must
extend its support of research in basic science.

Y'While the Executive Order which I have signed today calls upon the
National Science Foundation to carry out important responsibilities in
regard to scientific research, it is also designed to strengthen the

conduct and support of vital research and development in the several agencies

where science is important in achieving their assigned missions,

"This order will, for the first time, set in motion important steps
leading to a thorough and continuing review of the status of the Federal
Government's activities in science, and thus enable the Government,
together with industry, higher education, and the scientific community
to move forward with assurance toward the achievement of the Nation's
goals,

"I expect and believe that this order will clarify the position of the
Government toward the support and advancement of science in the Nation,
and that it will contribute in a constructive sense to the development of
our national policy in this important and critical area,"
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EXECUTIVE CRDiR

[o35 r/
ADIILISTRATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
BY aGENCIES OF Tl FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

WHEREAS the sccurity and welfare of the United States depend
increasingly upon the advancepent of knowledge in the sciences; and

WHEREAS useful applicetions of science to defense,
humanitarian, and other purposes in the Nation require a strong
foundation in basic scientiftc knowledge and trained scientific
manpower; and

WHEREAS the administration of Federal scientific research
programs affecting institutions of learning must be consistent wiith
the preservation of the strength, vitality, and independence of higher
education in the United States; «nd

WHERIEAS, in order to conserve fiscal and manpowur resources,
it is necessary that Federal scientific research progruons be
acwinistered with 21l practicable cfiicicney und econony; and

WIEREAS the Mational Science Foundation has been ostablished
by law for the purpose, among otiers, of developing and cncouraging
the pursuit of an appropriute and effective national pelicy for the
premotion of basic rescarch and education in the scicnces

NOW, THERZFORE, by virtue of the authority vestod in me as
Presidint of the United Stetes, it 1s bereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Bational Scivnce Foundation {ereinafter
referred to as the Foundotien) shelld from time to time recormend to
the President policics for the Federal Govermment which will
strengthen the national scientific eflfort and furnish puidance toward
defining the responsivilities of the Federal Governmert in the

conduct and suppert of scientific research,

Section 24 Thne Foundation shall centinue tc wake
~ombreliensive studies and recormendations regarding the Nation's
ccientilic research effort and its resocurces for scientilic activities,
including facilities and scientific personnel, and its foresseeable
sclentific needs, with rarticular attention to the extent of the
ederal Government's activities and the resulting effects w on trained
scientific perzonnel, Tn maring such studies, the Feurndstion shail
meko 11l use of existing cources of inforrmation and res
facilities vithin the Federal Goverunsnta

Ssction 3. The [oundation, in concert with «nuch Pederal

af ey cencerred, shall roview tac scientific research ;reirams and
activities of the Federal Government in order, among ot s,

te Lormulate netneds for ctren
programs and activities by tie r
areas of basic ressarch vhere gaps or undesirable overl.pring of
support mway exist, und shall recommend to the lieads cf apgencies
conecrning the suppoert given to basic research,

ening the administration
snonsible agencies, il te study

Section b As now or iereafter authorized or permitied by
law, the Foundation —hall be increasingly respensible for providing
support by the Federal Government for gencral-purpose nagsic research
through contrects and grants. The conduct and support by oth:r rederal
neics of vasic resenrch in arsas which are closely r:lated te their
L3cione is recognized as irportant and desirable, esjpocially in

res; ense to current notional reeds, ond shiall continue,
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Section 5, The Foundation, in consultation with educztional
institutions, the heads of Federal a.encies, and the Commissioner of
Educztion of the Departrent of Health, Bducution, and welfcre, shall
study the effects upon educational institutions of Federal policies
and administration of contracts and grants for scientific research
and development, and shall recommend policies and procedures wiich
will promote tire attainment of general national research objectives
and realigation of the research needs of Federal agenties while
safeguarding the strength and independence of the Nation's
institutions of learning.

Section 6, The head ot each Federal sgency engaced in //
scientific research shall make certuin that eftective executive,
organizational, and fiscal practices exist to ensure (a) that tiie
Foundation is consulted on policies concerning the support of basic
research, (b) that approved scientific research programs conducted
by the agency are reviewed continuously in order to preserve priorities
in research efforts znd to adjust programs to meet changing conditions
without imposing unnecessary added burdens on budgetary and cther
resources, (c) that applicd research and development shall be
undertaken with sufficient consideration of the umierlying basic
research and such other factors as relative urgency, project costs,
and availability of manpower and facilities, and (d) that, subject
to considerations of security and applicavle law, udequate
dissemination shall b® iade within the Federal Government of reports
on the nature and progress of research projects as an aid Lo t.c
efiicicncy and economy of the overzll Federal scientific rese
programs

Section 7. Foderal a.encies supporting or eng:iging in ;/!
scientific research shall, with the assistance of the Foundution,
cooperate in an c¢ffort to improve the methods of classification cnd
reporting of scicntific research projects and activities, suiject to
ths requirevments of security of information.

Section 8. To fucilitate tae efficient use of scientific
research equipment snd focilitics held by Federal agencies:

(a) the head of each svch agency engiged in scientific L
research shall, to the extent jprocticasle, encourage and facilitate
the shiiring with other Foderal ryencies of major equipment nd
facilitice s;

(b) a Fedcral a cncy chzll procure new major equipment or
sueilities for scientific research parpozes only aofter taking suitoble
steps to ascertain thot the wced cannot be met adequately from existing
inventories or facilities of it: own cr of other agencies; .nd

(¢) the Interdepartrental Committee con Scicntific Research
and Development shall tuke nccessary steps to ensure that cach Federczl
ageney engaged dirsctly in sciontiiic rescarch is kept irformed of
s¢lected major equipm.nt and facilities which could scrve tue needs
of more than onc agency. Bach Federal a ency possessing sach
cquipnent and facilities shiall maintain appropriate records to assist
othir agencies in arranging for their joint use or exchunge.

Seetion 9. The heads of the respective Federal 2 anicies
snall make such reports concerining activities within the purview of
this order as may be required by the Prosident.

DwIGHT D. EISENHCwER

Tig WwHITE HOUSE,

Mareh 17, 195L.
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